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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headguarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Alr Cavalry

AFC San Francisco, 96262
Ruthless Riders
AVGD~G~3 : 14 May 1968

SURJAT: Operationsl Report for Quarterly Period 30 April 196 ROS CSFOR-65(U)

O See Distribution

Sectica i {£)Operstionss

Ao(e)SioNfitant Activities

(1) During the periodm

nity Kontum, Dak To ard Northwest of Pleiku "
ground West of Kontum City in support of thef 1/22 Infsntry and fought through~
out the battle for the city. The Air Cav Tfoops conducted aerisl recon=-

naissance missions in zones throughout thefAO's . During this period the Squad=
ron killed 24 NVA/VC,

e Squsdron worked in AO's viei~ -
ty. Delta Troop was on the ‘

(2):During the period:8 - 14 Ffb?the Squadron supported Operation
Macicethur by working 4n A0 SPAATZ near Jontum City and Northwest of Pleiku
City., 'The Squadron continued to suppogt the 1/22 Infantry operstion near |
Kont, xty by condugting serial reconhadssance missions in zones, Delta i
Trodp Wwas employed to secure the Airfield st Kontum City. In A0 SPAATZ, in -
suproxt of the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div, the Squadron conducted recon in zone picke-
ing up small enemy elements throughout the area., Vhile in direct support of
the 2nd Bde, 4th Inf Division Northwest of Pleiku City the Squzdron found nume- \.

rous Lrail systems and bunker complexes indicating enemy movement from West hY

to East in the vicinity of Plei Mrong. The Squadron accounted for 14 NVA/VC
KIA during this week of operation,

(3) 5 = 21 Peb 68 - Squadron supported Operation MacArthur by
conducting aerisl reconnaissance in A0 SPAATZ vicinity of Dak To, and Kontum
City in support of PF 1/22 and West anA Northwest of Pleiku City in support of
the 2nd Bde, 4th Inf Division. The majority of the effort was spent near
Pleiku City where the Squadron continued to find evidence of enemy infil-
tration from West te East, The Squadron sccounted for 5 NVA/VC XIA and cap-
tured 2 smsll arms. :

(4) 22 - 29 Feb 68 ~ Squadron supported Opn MacArthur by providing
aerisl reconnainsance’ in AO's in the vicinity of Flei'Mrong and Kontum City
in support of TF 1/22, 173rd Airborne snd the 2nd Bde, 4th Inf Div, During
this period the Sousdron detected psrt of the enemy elements infiltrating in

the Plei Mrong ares. This action triggered the movement of the 173rd Abn
Bde to the Kontum sres. During this period the Squadron sccounted for 32

for of Rd -
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CONFIDENTIAL

NVA/VC KIA and 7 FOWls, It alsd ‘captured 4,250 rounds of smoll arms ammo
215 rounds of crew served ammo, 5 individusl weapons amd 6 crew served wed-
pons, In addition the unit captured 41 packs, some: cont.aining valuable docu-

menta and over 100 lba of medicsl supplies,

(5) .1 = T March 68 - The Souadron supported Operation Macnrthur by
providing aerial reconnaissance in AO‘s of 'the::2nd ‘Bde; '4th:Inf Div, 173rd
Abn Bde and TF 1/12 nesr Ban Me Thuot The ‘Sauadron was 'credited with 9 NVA
KIA and captured 1 PQW, : : . . R o :

(6) 8 s 15 March 68 - The Squadron supported Operation MacArthur
by providing aerisl reconnaissance in the AO's of the 173rd Abn and the 2nd
Bde, 4th Inf Div. During this week the Scuadron was credited with 40 NVA
KIA, capturing 4000 rounds of small arms smmo, 46 rounds of crew served ammo,

12 individusl weapens, 1 crew served weapon, 4000 pounds of rice and 15
ind:.vidual packs,

(7) 16~ 22 March 68 - The Sauadron performed reconnaissance mige
sions in support of the 1st Bde and the 2nd Bde of the 4th Inf Division and
the 173rd Abn Bda, Totals credited to the Scuadron for this period include
14 NVA KIA, § individusl weapons captured and 10 individual packs captured. )

(8) 23 « 31 March 68 -~ The Sauadron performed reconnaissance ‘mig~
sions in support of the 1st and 2nd Bde of the 4th Inf Division, the 173rd
Abn Bde and TF 1/12. This was one of the slowest periods encountered by the

- Squadron, Totels for this period were 8 NVA KIA,

(9) 1 = 7 Apr 68 = The first week of April the Souadron’ supported
the ist and 3rd Bde's in an area from Dsk To South to Folei Kleng, concentra=-

-ting on the area West and Southwest of Folei Kleng. The Scousdron also sup-

ported TF: /12 North of Ban Me Thuot, Totals for the week were 8 NVA KIA,

(10) 8 - 14 Apr 68 - During this week the Scusdron concentrated in
the areg North of Ban Me Thuot in support of TF 1/12, Two days support wes -de=

voted tv» the 3rd Bde West of Polei Kleng. Totals of the week were 3 WA KIA.

(11) 15 = 21 Apr 68 - Efforts during this week were again concen=.

trated in the Plel Trap area West of Polei Kleng in support of the 3rd Bde s 4th

Inf Piv, Totals for this period were 11 NVA KIA.

. , (12) 22 ~ 30 Apr 68 - The Scuadron continued its recommaissance mis-
_sa.odz in the srea West of Polei Kleng in support of the 3rd Bde. One day's

effort was directed to the area of a suspected enemy buildup in the Dak Pek
ares North of Dsk To, Squadron totals for the week included 2 NVA KIA.

. (13) During the reporting period elements of this Squadron.con-
ﬂucted 17 days of training and conducted operationsl missions for 89 days,.

(14) PIO Activities during the period i Feb — 30 Apr é8.
a, PFeature stories submitted 50.'' -
A
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CONFIDENTIAL
b. Hometown news relcases submitted 1 0,

¢, Television feature stories L4,

d, During the period covered by this report the PIO opera-
tions have improved considerably. The Sousdron now has a pnotographer and

PIO clerk, The only- shortcomings in the FIO program is the lack of faci-

lities and ecuipment, however, support is being obtained on a limited basis
from 17th Combat Aviation Group Headauarters and 4th Division Signal Bat-
talion,

(15) Special Services activities for the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr

fo
(1843
L

a., During the reporting period a total of 237 out of coumtry
R and R cuotao were received, of these 235 cuotas were filled. A total
of {0 in~country R and R cuotas for enlisted personnel were received and
J0 were filled. Five quotas were received for officer personnel and 5
were utilized,

b, Recreational facilities within the Souadron have im-‘
proved during the reporting period., Approvel for erection of Officers,
NCO, and EM clubs has been obtained, A mobile PX Van is now located in

. the Scundron area., Yersonnel of this unit are still authorized to use

a.LL facilities provided by the 4th Division Specisl Services Office,

(16% Awerds and Decorations,

a, Total number of awards and decorations submitted during
this reporting period:

Silver Star - 23

Legion of Merit - 6

Distinguish Flying Cross = 34
Soldiert!s Medsl - 8

Bronze Star w/V device - 22

Adr Medsl w/V device - 32 -

Army Commendstion Medal w/V device = 6
Bronze Star for Service - 15 '
Alr Medal - 57

Army Commendation Medal -~ 2

Purple Heart = 42

Total number of awards and decorations approved and returned during this 4
pericd - 2

B,(()There have been no significant changes o1 additions to the Squad=
ron m..ssion, however, 1t 1s recommended that the air cavalry Souadron be
employed es an entity with all organic elements under Squadron.control.
This action will generste maximum combat reconneissance under the control
of the Scuadron Commander., The air cavalry Squadron is best employed in
support of s lerger ynit, ig US Division rather then having the subordinate
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CONFIDENTIAL

- units removed from Sousadron control snd placed in direct support or ate

tached to battalion sized units. Under rere or unusus) combat situa-
tions it may be necessary to violate this recormendetion; but employ=
ment of Squedron assets on a piece meal besis should never be conslidered
nornal or standard.

C.¢)C Troop, 7/17ta Air Cav re-designated F Troop, 8th Cav and as=-
signed to the Averical Division. ¢ Troop, 7/17ch Cav assigned to Fte
I\mx. Kentucky les3 personnel end equipment,(Incl 1)’

D.(S)S@iﬁcnnt Personnel Changes.
(1) Scurdron Commander - 31 March 1968

LTC Stephen F, Cameron 062328

vice .
- LTC Lawrence H, Johnson Jr. 069702
‘2) Squadron S-1 - March 1968

CPT Tawrence R, Kerwén 05312030

vice

MAJ Ray J, Hi1ll 01940085
(3) Souadron S-2 - March 1968 ‘

MAJ Charles L, Brown Jr, . 082446

, vice .

MAJ Robert O, Cook 084144
(4) Souadron S~2 - April 1968

| No Assigrment
vice

MAJ Charles L, Brown Jr, 082446
(5) A Troop Commsnder - May 1968

MAJ Rlcha%_Sl V. Doty OF110656°

MAJ Robert A, Inglett 086301
(6) Aviation Safety Officer « May 1968

MAJ Robert A. Inpglett 086301

vice

CPT Lswrence R, Kenyon _05312030

(7) Deputy Souadron Commender - April 1968

- MAJ Jemes D, Mare‘b‘b Q4023646
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 CONFIDENTIAL
Section I '
(1) ¥litary

Subordinate  OfFlger w0 EM

Total

Unit At 0/ Auwth O/H  Awth O/H  Auth O/H
HHT Y v 182 193 213 220
A Trp : i3 15 3 121 120 169 167
B Trp 8 16 0 121 127 169 170
D Trr 5 5 -— o~ 127 125 1320 130
Lot 7C R i 3 0 152 106 156 107
T o s 55 58 % 65 703 61 839 9k

(2% Civilian
euherdinste DAC . VN 3d NARL Contract

Unit Aath  O/H  Awth O/H Auth .O/H Auth O/H
T | 5 o & 8 o o o0 0
A Prp J 0 8 8 0 0 o 0 A
BT . 0 0 8 5 0 0 0o ‘0
D Ty ¢ o 7 5 0 0 0 0
LOth TC 5 .0 0 0 0 0 10. 8
/17 Cav 0O 0 31 26 0 0 10 8
Se.bion 1 _

t. Alreraft Status a/o 30 April 1968 ( Incl 2)

& O;ﬁerationé;l. Results ajo 30 April 1968 (Incl 3)
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CONFIDENTIAL | g

Section II. (C) Lessons Learned: Commanders Observation, Evaluation, and
-Recommendation,

A. (C) Personnel.

(1) DEROS Humo-- The Squadron has continued to infuse both
officer and enlisted personmnel to decrease the squadron rotational hump
in September and October., Due to the Squadron being the only unit of its
kind in the 17th Group, certain MOS's are difficult to infuse. The Squad-
ron has effected minimal infusion of these MOS's with the 4th Infantry
Division., However, due to the large quantity of people that the 4th
Division also has rotating in September and October, personnel that can
‘be infused with the Division is also limited. The lack of available in-
fusion recources will necessitate the overlapping of personnel gains
and losses in August, September, and October in order to negate the loss
of critical personnel in September and October,

LRI AN T e

(2) Operation of Squadron S-1 and Personnel Section. T

a. Lack of adequate equipment: The Squadron TOE does not
include a personnel section, The augmentation to the Squadron of a per-
sonnel section authorized nine typewriters, <The personnel section has been in
operation since October, yet requisitions have been filled for only three type-
writers. The lack of adequate equipment seriously hampers the effective
operation of this section. '

b. Shortage of qualified persomnel, The personnel section
is presently short a personnel officer, personnel sergeant, and two clerks.
During May the section will lose the asst personnel sergeant and a clerk.
Presently there are no inbound replacements,

o e

TP R

Eho- gy

(3) Recreation and Religious Facilities.

a. The Squadron has an established l6mm movie account., A
projector was issued but became inoperatable after several weeks., The
projector was turned in for repair but has been returned to the Squadron
as unrepairable. Due to a shortage of projectors the Squadron has been
unable to obtain a replacement,

b. Religious Facilities, Prior to 23 Feb 1968 the Squadron
was without a Chaplain and had to rely on the 4th Infanty Division for
- Chaplain coverage; but on that date a Chaplain was assigned to the Squadron
to provide a broader and more continuous religious program, Shortly after
his arrival a temmorary chapel was constructed in the Squadron area
and the first worship service was held there on 17 March 1968. The re-
ligious program of the chapel now includes a Catholic and two Protes-
tant worship services each Sunday as well as Protestant and Catholic
midweek services, "

- TR | T T AR S
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B, (C) Operations. X

(1) Observation - Personnel Evacuation Hoists

Evaluation: On approximately ten (1l0) separate occassions
the Squadron has had a requirement to insert assistance teams thru jungle

" CONFIDENTIAL
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canopy to assist in the rescue of downed crewmen and the evacuation of
critical equipment. To do this it has been necessary to rappel per-
sonnel into the jungle knowing full well we had no capability of ex-
tracting them with organic equipment, It has. been necessary to call Dust
Off to evacuate personnel and equipment using their hoist capability. On
many occasions Dust Off was not readily available,leaving personnel on
the ground for a prolonged period, If the Squadron had organic hoist
capability more expeditions and rapid extractions could be accomplished.
This Squadron has had six (6) hoists and related equipment on requisi-
tion since December 1967,

Recommendation: That each air cavalry troop be lssued two
(2) persomnel hoists with related equipment on activation.

(2) Observation: Destruction of Structures:

Evaluation: The Squadron has had the responsibility of
destroying temporary NVA/VC structures utilizing a ground force. The
general procedure used 1s a complete search of each structure by the
lead squad, for the purpose of capturing weapons, ammunition, documents
and medical food supplies, The acquisition of these items not only
denies the enemy the use of the equipment, but also technical intel-
ligence is gathered., After the search procedure is completed, the last
squad has the responsibility to destroy the structures. By having the
lead squad destroy the structures the following problems are created:

a. OSmoke from the burning structures marks the position
of the friendly unit.

b. 8moke provides a screen for the enemy forces to withe.
draw or advance on the friendly elements,

Cc. Booby traps and other explosives are detonatéd by the
heat created there-by endangering the troops.

d., The smoke and heat produced hinders the search of the

_entire complex.

Recommendation: That the last squad or platoon thru the
structure .complex be assigned the responsibility of destroying the struce
tures after the rest of the unit has completed the search. This affords
the lead element to set up defensive positions on the outskirts of the
complex and only a minimum of personnel are endangered by the burning
structures.

C. (C) Iraining.
(1) Observation: Rappelling

Evaluation: The problem of inserting ground elements into

a jungle crew without benefit of a landing zone became quite evidenp.

7
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upon our early arrival into RVN, The idea of pnppelling beceme ouite
evident. Thru the coordinated effort of E Co; 20th Infantry (IRRP),
one aero-rifle platoon wes trained in the techniéue of rappellingifto
a juneled area, Additionally one platoon of enpineers received sime
ilar training with the idea of inserting a2 small protective force (sero
rifle platoon) and then insertine an engineer platoon trained far the

" purpose of building one or two ship landing zones in an area otherwise

inaccessible, This trainine has been very seéccessful not only for in-
sertion with the engineer-force, but also to insert a protective force
in support- of crashed alrcraft and the rescue of other downed aircraft
crews,

Recommendation: That bach sero rifle platoon in the air
savelry troop be trained in the technicue of manpelling,

D.¥)Intellipence: None
B.(0logistica: None
F(ﬁ)Organization: ¥one
@ (¢)Maintenance: . n
(1) Observ~tion: . ircreft Mrintenance Facilities.
: Evaluation: Aircraft maintensnce facilities continues to
be a ‘msjor problem. The areas has been #nd continues to be extremely

dusty meking 3t almust impossible to insure complete clernliness during
tear down ~nd build up of components to include removal rnd installaw

tion of items. Mo han-~ar or hanger sheds have been constructed to date..

Lack of these facilities will further hamper the maintenance mission of
this unit during the monsoon sesson,

Recormendrtions: Construction priorities be reviewed to detere

mine the possihility of upmrading the priority for comstruction of
aviation mrintenance facilities #nd dust free parking areas,

(2) Observation: Repair Parts (Aircraft)

Evaluation: It continues to be difficult to receive re-
pair parts on 8 timely basis in the Dragon Mountein area., Some relief °

TR

was obtained when the Morthern depot at Qui Nhon was opened in February,
1968, however within the last few days of this ouarter the restriction on
issue of parts until the recuisition has clesred the Saigon Depot (AMMC -
of the 34th Gen Sup fp) adds a considerable time delsy for receipt of
parts, This forces the units into a cannibalization progrem and, in
turn, Jncreases the maintensnce man-hours recuired to mnrintain aircraft,

2 T i e -2 a 2

Recormendation: The 34th Gen Sup Gp (AMS) evalurte the
procedures for the recuisitioning of repair parts in RVN ..o increase
the efficiency of the supply svsten,
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i |  CONFIDENTIAL

(3) Observ~tion: Ouill Assembly, FSY 1615-83;-0303

. Evalu~tion: This unit hes experienced considerahle down
~ time on UH~1 type aircraft due io this component leakine transmission
0il and non availability of replacements, DNuring this report period:

forty (40) assemblies had to be replrced, C

Recommendation: Hirher Headauarters review actual verses
programued renlacements of thls comronent to determine if a product -
improvement might be warranted, -

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

3 Incl : /\ i.MENCE R KENYD x%

as _ CPT, IN

-Adjutant
s Distribution |
: 3 cy thru: 17th CAG
A thru: 1st Avn Bde
thru: USARV
thru: USARTAC.
to:  ACSFOR -DA
2%cy to: USARFAC
3 ey tos USARV Y
2 ¢y to: 18t Avn Bde p
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"CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD=SC (14 lay 68) lst Ind

SUBJECT: Operatlonal Report for Quarterly Period 30 April 1968 : _ ;
RCS CST'OR=65 (V) , _

Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, AP0 96240 24 May 1968
TO: Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, APC 96350

1. (U) 7This headquarters has reviewed the Cperational ucport—Lesuons

Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from lleadquarters,
7th Armored Squadron, 1l7th iir Cavalry.

2, (C) The following comments and recomrendations on Section 2 are
submitted for review and approval,

a. Refercnce item concerning Personnel, Section II, A, (1): The
DEROS Hwap within the squadron is a definite problem, Infusion is being
accomilished by the 17th Combat &vzgtlon Group to overcone the sevormty
of the situation.

b. Reference item concerning Fersonnel, Section II, &4, (2), a:
Concur. The critical shortage of typewriters of all types is recognizcd
throughout the comund. The unit's only rcecourse is {0 requisition the
typewritors in accordance with the procedures esteblished for requisi-
tionlng Command Controlled Itong.

c. Reference item concerning Pergonucl, Section II, 4, (2), b:
The personnel section of the sguadron has been asgluned a personnel
P X

officer and four (4) persomnel clerks within the past 30 days. This §
will help solve the shortage of qualified personnel, '

d. Reference item concerning Fersonnel Lvacuation Hoists, Seetion II,
Part 3, para (1): Concur. The hoists were requisitioned by the unit on
7350, Tollow-up action was initizted by this headcuarters on 7 iay 68
and 19 May 68. 1lst avietion Drigade has not been aule to determine status,

e, Heference item concerning Destruction of Structvres, Section II,
B, (2): The recomiended proccdure has nerit. Recoimend that the squadron
conduct a nuiber of destructlon-of-structurcs nisslons vbilizing varying :
methods. I'rom the degree of success obtained they chould be able to pro- ‘

vide soime velid data conceraning which is the best uicthod to conduct such
operations, :

f. Reforence item concerning Rappelling, Section II, C, (1): Concur. :
Rappelling has proved to be a successful means of inserting troops into :
inaccessable areas,

. CONFIDENTIAL

b b iy e e

e o i o o

e ey TR e

|
|



CONFIDENTIAL

AVCD=SC (14 Moy 68)
SUBJLCT: Operational Report for (uarterly Period 30 April 1968
RCS CSTCR=65 (U)

g+ Reference item concerning Adreralt lalntenance Facilities,

Section Il, Part G, para (1): Concur. Duct suppression and the lock
of adequabe maintenance facililics albl Camp Ineri have been the subjccts
of nunerous correspondcice to the 4th Infantry Division and lst aviation
Drigade. Al present the only solution O.LiCI'Cd by UsaniV to the dust pro-
blem is the application of pencprime. Iencprime is el best a costly and
tenporo.r*r solution. A maintenance hanger is urgently needed, however,
nothing is programwied for instellation, By agreenont with 21l parties
concerned, base development and improvement projects are to be puom.t\.ed
for approval through the 4th Infantry Division.

h. Reference item concerning Repair Parts (Airveraft), Section II,
para G, (2): lon-concur at this time. fThe restriction on the issue of
parts from 241lst Depot at (ui khon has affected the time required for
receipt of parts by some units in the 17th Combat aviation Group, This
I‘Bg’hI‘lC'bJ.OI’l, however, has only recently been enforced, At this point
it appears that some units within 17th Combat Aviation Grorp may benefit
from this change while others nay not. Therefore it appears 1o be too
early to make a determination at this time. Recomnend a reevaluation
be made at the end of thirty days.

‘1s Reference iten concerning Quill Assembly, Section II, para G,
(3): Concur. Leading transmission input quill seals have been g serious
problem within 17th Combat Aviation Group; perticularly for units in the
Contral Highlands., This situvation is considered to be a serious problen
at the 34th GSC and at higher echelons, because of the lurge nuwiber of
Bquipment Improvenent Recormmendations which have been submitted. Units
within 17th Combat Aviation (roup are continuing to subidit Equipment
Inmprovement Recommendations on this item, Therc has been no apparent
lmprovement in the reliability of subject qu:.ll seals Strongly recomnend
improvement of this component.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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. ,!E; AVPA-GC-OT (14 May 68) 2d Ind . . ;
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 7th Sguadron, 17th Air Cavalry for
Period Mnding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

. DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 8 JUN 1968

TOs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, AP0 96307

g This headquarters has evaluated subject report and indorsement and
: ¢doncurs in the report. ' '
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T  CONFIDENTIAL

.uvm-c (14 1oy 63) 34 Tna
SUBJECT: Onerational Report of 7th Scuadron, 17th .ir Covelry for Peried
Tading 30 April 1968, RCS CSROR-65 (n1) (U)

Headuarters, lst Aviation Drigade, APO 903CT4 JUN 25 1968

‘

T3U:  Corw unui‘x_, General, United states ipiy Vietnom, ATTS:  AVIGC-DST,

a0 963Y5
Cormander in Chief, United States fxmy Pacifle, AT GPOP-CY,
MO 96558

0: Asolotont Chief of Stalf for Torce Doveloront, Deperinent of the Army,
teshington, D. C. 20310 ' : :

1. (U) This headouaricrs has revicued this report, considers it to be adecuate,
and concurs with the contents as indorsed.

2. (C) Tae following additional comment is considered pervinelits

a. Paragraph Il’g (1), poge 8. Maintenance fueilities have sccond priority
for construction., The ouly lu."ner priority is taculcol xecuirencnls for bose
security. This headqm.xter recomnends “hat USaECAV nmonitor the vencprine and -
asphalt progran closely to insurc that this naterial is used for zirflelds ond
nointenance arcas.

be Paragraph 2d, lst Indorsement. lst aviation Irigade Supply Cificer was
mable to locuie a valid requisition for the hoist at ICC. Unit wag notilicd
to re-requ:.s:.uion through 34th General Zupiort CGroup, but advised thav Dirst
priority for the hoist is the iledicel wite and that the hoists are in short

Supply .
L TID COigLMDERs

JOHN D. MIXSELL., JR
CPT, AGU

- Assistant Adjutant General
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